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EVON MAY BE ONE OF

the industry’s quister

players, preferring to let its

products speak for

thamsealvas rather than
trumpeting them fram the rooftops, but it
has an annoying - by which we rmean
annoying for its rivals — habit of coming up
with-some of the best van cnnvemmns |r| 1
the business.

In recent years, the l._.-nunty Durhan'|~ 5
based company has cencentrated manly
on matorhomes built on the Venerable
Renault Master, with occasional models
built on the Mercedas Sprinter (Sapphire),
Iveco Daily (Didmond), ‘n.."nlkswaqen
Transpeorter. (Moonraker and Sundowner)
and Toyota Hiace (Sunrise). Devan also

"1 used to build on the Fiat Ducato but th15 4
—\j was dropped a whlre back.

Devon Aztec

From £32,940 OTR

Mow, however, the red roundel is back
with a vengeance in the glise of the latest
X2/50, and Cevon's response has been to
build'a spacious end-lounge conversion on
bath the medium and long whmtbasa 2.3
litre Multijet models. !

I first'clapped eyes on this handsome
newcomer at the Caravan Club's Dasign &
Drive competition earlier this year, and
ramember the 120bhp engine and six-
speed gearbox being an admirably potent

- +combipation, even on the bigger long
_-.-_-whﬂﬂibﬂ%a version. You can specify the
< more powerful-still 3.0 Multijet engine too,

although | suspect most buyers who do
this will be tooking more for the Comfort
Matic automatic transmission that is

; unlqua tothis enging; ratharthan any

more grunt. The ride is'typically. firm
,.ﬂ‘spaclally nurnparad to the rmm ) 3

cagigr
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The well-equipped kitchen offers generous worklop space for all your culinary essentials

compliant Ford Transit and Renault Master),
although the payoff is class-leading
handling and stability.

Of the two models available, you could
perhaps argue that the long wheelbase
model featured here is the one to go for.
Quite apart from offering the versatility of
two 6ft in-long single beds as well as a Gft
1.5in-wide double (the MWE can only
muster a four foot Jin-wide double bed), the
bigger derivative also sports a considerably
more generous payload (920kg compared to
510kg on the MWE) thanks to the extra
500kg deployed by its higher 3500kg gross
vehicle weight. As an added incentive, even
the LWB’s added inches fail to make it
breach the magical 6m overall length,
beyond which ferry prices (among othar
things) can increase dramatically. That said.
the S.4m-long MWE will be even easier to
manoceuvre and park.

Inside, the layout is reassuringly familiar,
with a large U-shaped lounge out back,
well-lit by day by four large windows, and
by night, by surprisingly potant and mainly
low-power-drain LED lights, Bed make-up is
quick and easy, too, and you'd be surprised
at how many people you could feasibly get

BUILD QUALITY

Mo resd surprises here - the day we test a
poory-made or poorly-finished Devon
motorhome k5 Bely 10 be the day we spot
a hen sporting a full set of testh. Some of
the cabinetry could, however, be deemed
just a litthe plain and we would have
praferrad higher-quality. pleated blinds and
fiyscreens to those actually fitted, but
slsewhers, No compéaints whatsoaver,
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around the dining table. In shor, this is one
king-sized — and extremely comfy — lounge.

Up front, you can kick back and relax on
the swivelled driver's seat (the passenger
seat swivels, too), using the handy
worktop on top of the generous 90-litre
fridge as somewhera to place your book,
glass and wine bottle, while the dinky litthe
window behind the fridge makes what
could otherwize have falt quite a dark
corner pleasingly bright and airy. The raised
cab floor relative to the rest of the
motorhome also means even shorter
owners won't suffer from the dreaded
‘dangling feet syndrome’.

The remaining space in the middle of the
conversion is filled by the nearside Kitchen
and the offside wardrobefwashroom, The
former is surprisingly comprehensive, with a
Smev 401 domestic-standard spark ignition
cooker allied to a good-sized stainless-stesl
sink and a useful fold-up worktop extension

by the sliding door, The washroom opposite,

while of the inevitable all-in-one variety,
somehow manages to feel reasonably
spacious, with a good-sized shower tray
and familiar mirrarad vanity unittip-up
washbasin. Finding potentially wasteful twin
taps in lieu of a preferable single mixer tap
is one of vary few disappointments to be
found in this motorhome. O

Exterior features 8/10
On the road 9/10
Lounging 10/10
Dining 10/10
Night-time 9/10
Storage 9/10
Kitchen 9/10
Washroom /110
Practicality 9/10
Build quality 9/10
Overall mark 89/100
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BASE VEHICLE
Fiat Ducato LWB panel van, 1208hp
BERTHS

Towor tranvedling, two sieeping
BED DIMENSIONS

2 x singies 1.92m x 0.63.m (5ft 3in x 20 Qin)
Doubie bed Gt 3in x 61t 1.5in0
MTPLM

3500y

PAYLOAD

920kg

GAS

2 x 4.5kg Calor

BATTERY

1104&h

FRESH WATER

66 tres, undarshing
WASTE WATER

50 #res, undarsiung

Fiat Ducato LWB panel van, 2.3-litre M) dessl, 1200hp
at 3800rpm, 320Mm at 2000mm., Front-whesi-drive,
Shbe-speeed] pearbon,

CONSTRUCTION
Standard panal van with factory glass rear windows and
comverier-fit double-glazed plastic sde wntows

Twin swivel cab seats, CO/radio, elactne windows and
door mimors, remate central locking, Thetford cassatta
todat, Truma Combil ges/alectnic space and watsr heater,
Si-ire Domatic RMBAGT fridge with in-bull froaizer,
Soviv Undary cooker, posi-typa freestanding tables, fire
elinguishor, Dound Boge removabla carpats

Devon Corvarsions Lid, Mainsforth Road, Feoryhill,
Co. Durham DL17 SDE

‘T 01740 855700

B devonConvensons. com

RIVAL MODELS

Autocnuisa Rinthm, Swift Mondial AL, Auto-Sleopas
‘Warwick Duo, IH Tio BL, Vantage Sof, Danbury Family 4

Build 'quality, base vehudle, huge lounge, wel-
equipped kitchen

AGAINST

Compact washroom, unparmtad ont Dumpes, twin
wiashroom taps



